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Appointment of Agents to Control Disposition of Remains

The Prominent family has a 

mausoleum and family plot for 

all descendants.  Rosalyn   

Prominent Smith is the daughter 

of Tom and Karen Prominent.  

She was married and had      

children with her husband, Scott 

Smith.  Should she be buried 

with her husband Scott Smith or 

her parents, Mr. and Mrs.  

Prominent?

Some people find it useful to appoint 
a specific person to handle matters 
concerning a decedent’s remains and 
to set forth their specific wishes.  This 
can be done by an Appointment of 
Agent to control Disposition of Re-
mains.

Maria’s oldest son wants to 

cremate her remains.  Her 

daughter is opposed and wants 

her body buried in the family 

plot.  What do they do?

This legal instrument allows the prin-
cipal to disclose pre-funded pre-
needed (“advance”) agreements for 
funeral merchandise or services.

It also allows special directions to be set 
forth.  This can be useful in situations 
where there have been multiple mar-
riages or family plots.  It can also clarify 
wishes regarding organ donation, crema-
tion, autopsy and other personal deci-
sions about the eternity of your remains.  

Mary was widowed in her 30’s with 

2 children.  She remarried and had 

another 2 children with her second 

husband.  Her family has differing 

opinions as to whether she would 

want to be buried with her first   

husband or with her current        

husband.  

After retirement, John moved to 

Florida with his second wife of 20 

years.  His children all live in New 

York.  The children want him buried 

in New York but his wife wants him 

buried in Florida.  They both want 

to visit the grave.

Our office can assist you or your loved 
one with wills, healthcare proxies, living 

wills, powers of attorney and other 
planning documents.  Contact our office 
for a free brochure on frequently asked 
questions about wills or visit our web-

site at wwwRochesterPatents.com
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